
 You know, sometimes, we Catholics are criticized for not putting enough emphasis on the 

Bible. Well, anyone who believes that obviously has not been to the Easter Vigil. We just heard 

9 readings from Sacred Scripture along with 8 Responsorial Psalms. This Liturgy is just 

saturated with the Word of God. And why shouldn’t it be? This is the highest celebration of the 

whole year. This Mass is the reason why we have every other Mass because, if Christ had not 

been raised from the dead, then all of this would be in vain! 

 Tonight, we kept Vigil. As we began this Mass outside, we were in darkness. We mourned 

with Blessed Mary, with the Apostles, and with St. Mary Magdalen because our Lord had been 

crucified and was laying in the tomb. But just as the Lord said at the beginning of creation “Let 

there be light,” so the the light of the Paschal Candle gave us new hope.  

 And in the Scriptures given to us by Holy Mother Church, that hope continued to grow. 

In Abraham we saw great faith. Abraham believed God promise to Him. He believed that if God 

was calling him to sacrifice his son, Isaac, it could only mean that God intended to raise Isaac 

from the dead. In the Exodus from Egypt we saw the hope of a new beginning. Just as Israel 

was freed from slavery in Egypt by passing through the waters of the Red Sea, so we have been 

freed from slavery to sin by passing through the sacred waters of baptism. And in the prophets, 

God promised to His people over and over again that he would save them, that he would heal 

them, that he would renew them, that he would restore for them the kingdom that had been lost.  
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 And now, all these promises, all these witnesses of faith are fulfilled for us perfectly in 

Christ. Christ is the light of the world that scatters the darkness of sin and death. Christ is the 

Son of God sacrificed for us and risen from the dead. Christ is the path from the slavery of sin 

to the freedom of grace. Christ is the one who brings us healing and renewal and who opens to 

us the gates to the everlasting Kingdom of Heaven. Death has no power over Him. And if we 

unite ourselves to Christ in His suffering and death, then we have the promise to rise to new life 

with Him.  

 This is the great hope offered to us by the empty tomb. Christ has conquered the chains of 

sin and death and so we too are offered a share in His glory and His victory. And so this 

becomes our vocation as Christians: to carry to the darkness the message of unfading light, to 

bring to the world filled with sadness and despair the Good News of hope that Christ is risen 

from the dead. As Christians, let us take this as our mission for these fifty days of Easter - to 

bring light and hope to our world, to show to those around us the joy we have found in Jesus.   
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 My dear candidates who will be received into the Church in a few moments: we welcome 

you with great joy in the name of the Lord. We pray for you as the Lord fills you with 

sacramental grace for a life of holiness. In confirmation, you will receive the strength to be 

witnesses in the world of the Good News of the Resurrection. And in Holy Communion, you 

will receive for the first time the true Body and Blood of Christ, who has given Himself for us 

in love beyond all telling. We pray that your zeal in receiving these sacraments tonight will 

inspire in all of us a new fervor to live out faithfully the promises of our own baptism and 

confirmation.  

 My brother and sisters, let us rejoice at the Good News of the angel. No longer must we 

seek the Living One among the dead. He has been raised. May all of us unite ourselves to 

Christ, who suffered and died for us, so that we may be raised to new life with Him. 
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